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	Admission Policy 2015-2016


Bishop John Robinson School has a clear vision for the future:
”Within a Christian ethos, we care, we prepare for the future, we promote excellence.”

Our Mission at BJRS

As a school we aim to develop every child intellectually, creatively, physically, emotionally, socially, morally and spiritually in a happy and safe environment.

It is our aim that children will:

· Understand and appreciate the Trinitarian values of our Christian school

· Desire to learn and achieve to their full potential

· Become independent and confident individuals

· Show mutual respect and tolerance for all and

· Be aware of their environment and care for it

Staff, governors and parents do this by:

· Listening to, hearing and valuing every child’s voice

· Working as a team with shared Christian values and expectations

· Being rigorous and consistent about expectations of children and each other

· Providing a well-planned and well-delivered curriculum which will equip the children with knowledge, skill and understanding

· Providing an environment which encourages children to become independent learners

· Being a positive role model

At BJRS, EVERY child matters

· Taking children to places where they’ve never been

· Showing them things that they’ve never seen

· Asking them what they would like to keep and

· Giving them the skills to have a real chance of succeeding

Together we can make our vision become a reality
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The Governing Body is responsible for the admission of pupils to Bishop John Robinson Church of England School and will admit 30 pupils to the reception class in September 2015.  This admission limit has been agreed between the Governing Body and the Local Authority and applies to the year 2015–2016.  Although the school operates a one point of entry system for admissions, parents reserve the right to defer their child’s admission until they have reached statutory school age.  You will need to make your request in writing so that the place can be reserved until the beginning of the term following your child’s 5th birthday.

The Governing body is required to abide by the maximum limits for infant classes (5, 6, and 7 year olds), i.e., 30 pupils per class.

(A) Foundation Places
The Governing Body has designated 15 places to be offered to pupils whose families (see footnote 1) are faithful and regular worshippers in a Christian Church which is a full member of ‘Churches Together in Britain and Ireland’ or the ‘Evangelical Alliance’.  Written evidence of applicants’ commitment to their place of worship (in the form of a Faith Supplementary Form) will be required at the time of application. These can be collected from St Paul’s Church, the school, William Temple Church, The Church of the Cross and the Church Plant.  If there are more than 15 applicants, places will be allocated according to the following criteria.  These are stated in order of priority:

1) Looked after Children in public care. (See footnote 2)

2) Children whose parents/carers are faithful and regular worshippers at St Paul’s Congregation, the Congregations of William Temple Church, The Church of the Cross and the Church Plant in West Thamesmead (see footnote 3)

3) Children whose parents/carers are faithful and regular worshippers at St Paul’s Roman Catholic congregation in Thamesmead or another Christian church (as defined above) which is within the Thamesmead and Abbey Wood estate (ie North of the railway line.)
      

4) Children who will have a brother or sister in the main school at the time of admission. Siblings must live at the same address (see footnote 4).

5) The nearness of the home (See footnote 5) to the school. 

In the event that two or more applicants have equal right to a place under any of the above criteria, the Governing Body will apply the criteria, in order of priority, to these applicants. Should there be a need for a tie-breaker to be used, this will decided by names drawn from a hat.

If there are less than 15 qualified applicants for foundation places, any unfilled places will become additional open places.  Unsuccessful applicants for foundation places will be considered for any open places remaining unfilled at the end of the allocation procedure 
(B) Open Places

The Governing Body has designated 15 places each year as open places, to be offered to pupils who do not qualify for a foundation place, but whose parents have chosen the school for the type of education it provides.  Parents applying for an open place do so knowing that the school aims to provide an education based on Christian principles and, therefore, the Governing Body expects that all pupils will take part in the Christian worship of the school and will attend religious education lessons.

 If there are more than 15 applicants, places will be allocated according to the following:

1. Looked after Children in public care. 

2. Children who will have a brother or sister in the school at the time of admission.  Siblings must live at the same address (see footnote 2).

3. The nearness of the home (See footnote 5) to the school. 

In the event that two or more applicants have equal right to a place under any of the above criteria, the Governing Body will apply the criteria, in order of priority, to these applicants. Should there be a need for a tie-breaker to be used, this will decided by names drawn from a hat.
PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATIONS

Parents/carers who wish to have their child considered for admission to our school must complete a Common Application Form (CAF) which can be obtained and returned to the applicants home Local Authority. Parents who wish to apply under the Foundation criteria must also complete the school’s Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which is available in hard copy or on either the school’s or home LA’s website.  A Faith supplementary Form which is available from St Paul’s Church, the school, William Temple Church, The Church of the Cross and the Church Plant must also be completed and returned to the school.  Failure to return the supplementary information form (SIF) will result in the application being considered under the open places. The closing date for applications for places in the academic year starting in September 2014 is as advertised in the Local Authority Booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich”.

LATE APPLICATIONS

We follow the Local Authority policy for late applications as stated in the booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich.”

APPEALS

Parents/carers of children who are not offered a place have the right to appeal to an Independent Appeal Committee under the 1998 School Standards and Framework Act.  Parents wishing to appeal should obtain an appeal form from the school.  The form should be sent to the Clerk to the Appeal Committee, c/o the school, within 14 days of the notification of the decision.

Should some appeals be unsuccessful, the Governing Body will not consider further applications from those parents/carers within the same academic year unless there have been significant and material changes in their circumstances.

WAITING LIST

The school keeps a separate waiting list for Foundation applicants and they are ordered in accordance with our Admission Criteria. This will be kept for the academic year.  In year vacancies will be filled to maintain the designated balance of each cohort. 

The Governing Body is responsible for in-year admissions to this School.  Parents/carers wishing to apply in-year must complete an application form and return this to the School.
Procedures for late applications and in year admissions will be in accordance with the Local Authority scheme for the co-ordination of primary school admissions and Fair Access Protocol.

Parents/carers considering sending their child to Bishop John Robinson CE Primary School are welcome to visit us after arranging an appointment with the Head Teacher who will endeavour to personally show them around our school.

STARTING SCHOOL
Nursery Admissions

The school offers 15 hours a week free nursery entitlement.  Some children may be able to access additional hours depending on need.  

Children will be admitted to our Nursery between their 3rd and 4th birthdays. The Admissions Panel meets each year at the start of the Summer Term following which parents will be notified of the decision. All children enter the Nursery on a part time basis for either a morning or afternoon session.

(a)
Criteria for admission to the Nursery class are the same as those for the school.  In the event of an odd number of places to fill, the ‘odd’ place will be allocated on alternate occasions to an ‘Open’ or a ‘Foundation’ applicant.

(b)
Childminder’s address:  A childminder’s address can be used to determine “the position of the home in relation to the school”. (See footnote 6)

It must be emphasised that admission to the Nursery in no way guarantees that a place will be available in the school. If you decide that you would like your child to attend Bishop John Robinson CE Primary School, you will need to complete the Common Application Form (available from the Local Authority) and the Supplementary Information Form (SIF) (available from the school office) if you are applying under the Foundation criteria.

Governors have set a limit of 50 places in the Nursery and the over-subscription criteria will be applied in the same way as for the main school.

Footnotes

1) As defined in the Local Authority Booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich” this should be the person with parental responsibility for the named child. For children who reside with a relative or carer other than a parent, a residence order or other court order is also required

2) Children who are looked after and are in the care of local authorities as defined by section 22 of the Children’s Act 1989. Children who are under an agreed series of short-term placements (such as respite) are excluded. 

3)  If an application under a church criteria is to be considered the Faith Supplementary form must be completed by The Rector, Priest, Pastor, Minister or the Team Vicar in conjunction with the parents and returned to the school by the date identified in the Local Authority Booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich” in the year prior to admission.   The forms are available from St Paul’s Church, the school, William Temple Church, The Church of the Cross and the Church Plant.

‘Faithful and regular parents/carers’ would be members of the above congregations, and who have attended regularly on a fortnightly basis for a period of nine months. Parents/carers who recently moved into Thamesmead will need a letter from the incumbent of the church from which they came detailing a similar level of commitment.

4) ‘Brothers and sisters will be taken to include step-brothers and sisters, adoptive brothers and sisters, half-brothers and sisters and foster brothers and sisters.

5) We use the Local Authority definition of “home” as stated in the booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich.”  The Local Authority’s computerised mapping system measures a straight line from a single fixed point in the centre of the child’s home address to the main entrance of the school.

6) We use the Local Authority definition of “childminder” as stated in the booklet “Choosing a Nursery and Primary School in Greenwich.”

